2I6                                           CHILDREN OF THE PEOPLE
Though the mother has never played favorites among her children,
she admits to a special feeling for Teasing Boy and the rest of the
family think she spoils him. She can do more with him than can
the rest.
The father is a kindly, hard-working man who is devoted to his
wife and anxious to make her life easier. He is interested in com-
munity affairs to the extent of coming often to the school and making
presents of food when supplies seem low. He is generous to his
children also and bought one of his sons the first Indian-owned
truck in the region when he wanted one. The family is rated as
the most prosperous at the Mountain, which is due in part to the
whole group's labors, in part to the father's shrewd management.
Teasing Boy has done his share of the work, mostly sheep herding
and farming, and is said to be a good worker; but because of his
teasing no one wants to work with him.
Our subject is fifth of seven children who range in age from
thirty years to four. He was the baby of the family for seven years
and had started to school when his next youngest brother was born.
He was hard to wean and slow to walk and talk. He is thought to
be shy by his family because he never talks very much. He remem-
bers liking to try to make the baby laugh when he came home from
school in the afternoon, and he is now proud of his little brother
for the things he can do but very impatient with him when he shows
any babyish traits. In spite of his affection, he makes the smaller
boy's life miserable with playing tricks on him. The youngest child
is a girl, and she is the only one in the family toward whom Teasing
Boy seems to feel free to show his affection.
On the intelligence tests this boy's rating of best pupil in the school
is justified when he attains an IQ of 120. On all the other tests also
his intellectual capacities seem to be superior. However, he does not
make as much use of them as he might because he is over-cautious
and over-critical and does not want to do anything unless he knows
he can do it right. He is shy of any sort of emotional relationship
with other people, and because he cannot deal with them on this basis,
he maintains a contact of a sort with them by directing them. Evi-
dently he feels quite attracted to people but dares not admit it; he
works out the frustration he feels in petty acts of aggression, like
teasing. He must feel very insecure, and the only defense he relies
on beside teasing is his intellect. This means that he is very restrained